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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Central Insurance Elects CMO, COO 

 

Van Wert, OHIO – The Central Insurance Companies have announced the election of Evan Purmort, 
CPCU, AU, AIAF to Chief Marketing Officer effective August 1, 2018 and Cindy Hurless, AIS, AINS to 
Chief Operating Officer effective October 8, 2018. 
 
As Chief Marketing Officer, Purmort is responsible for  the company’s regional operations, 
communications, distribution, and industry relationships. He previously held the position of Vice 
President – Northeast Regional Office Manager. Purmort joined Central in 2003 during high school in 
the Mail and Supply department in Central’s Home Office. After graduating from Miami University of 
Ohio in 2008, he became a Commercial Lines Technician in the Southeast Region. He was promoted 
to Commercial Lines Underwriter before transferring to the Southwest Region in 2011 as the Marketing 
Manager for Arizona. He was promoted to the Southwest Management Team in 2012 as a Commercial 
Lines Supervisor and was then promoted to the position of Personal Lines Manager in 2014. He has 
earned the Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU), Associates in Claims (AIC), and 
Associates in Insurance Accounting and Finance (AIAF) designations. 

In her role as Chief Operating Officer, Hurless’ responsibilities will include oversight of the company’s 
Services, Claims, Underwriting, and Loss Control operations. Hurless earned her BA in Business 
Administration from Hope College. She joined Central in 2002 as Manager of the Mail/Supply and 
Commercial Lines Services departments, and was promoted to Vice President of Customer Services in 
2004. She has earned the Associates in Insurance Services (AIS) and Associates in General Insurance 
(AINS) designations. She serves as a member of the IIABA’s Agents Council on Technology, Van Wert 
City Schools Board of Education, VWAPF Board, and YWCA Board.  

The Central Mutual Insurance Company was founded in Van Wert, Ohio in 1876 and has evolved into 
the Central Insurance Companies, a successful property and casualty group providing insurance for 
more than 350,000 automobiles, homes, and businesses in 23 states. Central is based in Van Wert and 
operates regional offices in Boston, Atlanta, Dallas, and Van Wert. The Central group of companies has 
combined assets of over $1.6 billion. Central’s A.M. Best rating is A (Excellent). 
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For additional information contact: 
Shonda Vorst, AIS, AINS, SM 
Marketing Communications Supervisor 
419-238-5551 ext. 2350 
svorst@central-insurance.com 
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