
 

    
 
 

 

 

  

  

Director’s Corner 
 

 
 

We Keep the College Going 

EPCC Physical Plant 

VOLUME 12  ISSUE 4                                     JULY 22, 2021 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful and safe 4th of July. 
 
In keeping with the current state of affairs, we here at 
the Physical Plant have been very busy with deferred 
maintenance projects. 
 
In addition, many of our staff are working very hard 
making preparations for the return of faculty, 
students, and staff. 
 
Rest assured that we are doing all in our power to 
have a safe working environment for all. 
 

Rick Lobato, Physical Plant Executive Director 
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Construction of the new 
three-story building at the 
Valle Verde Campus is in 
the final stages of 
construction. 
 
The HVAC systems and the 
communication and data 
lines are being fine-tuned 
and the science labs are 
being outfitted. 
 
See pages 3 and 4 for more 
information and pictures. 
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Robert Samaniego, MSCM 
 Robert Samaniego, Physical Plant Project 

Manager, graduated from the University 
of Texas El Paso on Friday, May 14, with a 
Master of Science in Construction 
Management degree. 
 
Robert joined the Physical Plant in March 
of 2015 and has pursued his degree while 
working full-time. 
 
The UTEP commencement ceremonies  
for Bachelors, Masters, and doctoral 
candidates were held at the Sun  
Bowl Stadium. The commencement 
included the Spring/Summer/Fall Class of 
2020 and the Spring/Summer Class of 
2021. 
 
We congratulate Robert on his academic 
achievement and we are proud to be his 
co-workers. 
 

EPCC Project Manager Marries 
 Liliana Sepulveda, Physical Plant Project 

Manager, and Carlos Guadian were 
married on Saturday, April 3 at the Faith 
Chapel on Murchison Drive. Liliana tells us 
that it was a beautiful and fun, small 
family celebration. 
 
Before joining the Physical Plant in March 
2017, Liliana had been at Carson, 
Franco,& Associates for ten years and 
with the Ysleta Independent School 
District for seven years as Construction 
Manager. 
 
Liliana earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Architecture from the Universidad 
Autonoma de Cd. Juarez in 2000. 
 
We congratulate the happy couple and 
hope they have many years of 
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  Valle Verde Campus Art, Science & Technology Building 
 

The construction of the three-story Art, Science & Technology Building at the Valle Verde 
Campus began in May 2018. The COVID-19 Pandemic required that the deadlines of 
three of the six construction projects in the Master Plan be extended. 
 
The pictures below show the Dance Studio and Science Lab being prepared for classes. 
A new application is the use of a contorted ceiling in the Dance Studio to help keep the 
sound of the music used from disturbing the adjacent classrooms and labs. 
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Valle Verde Campus Art, Science & Technology Building, cont’d. 
 

These pictures show an outfitted classroom 
(bottom right) and three of the several areas 
throughout the building that provide students 
with a place to study, chat, rest, or recharge 
their cell phones or computers. 
 
The picture at bottom left is of the area on 
the outside of the third floor facing the 
Architecture Building. 
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 Sunday, July 18 Weather 
 

On SundayJuly 18, El Paso experienced 1.93 inches of rain and gusts of near-hurricane 
wind speeds. Evidence of this is shown in these pictures of Valle Verde Campus. Several 

trees were knocked down or had branches broken off, and the canopy at the Americana 
Language Village was torn. Fortunately, except for some water leaks, the buildings did not 

experience major damage. 
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Olympus Employee Honored 
 Violeta Ibarra, an Olympus employee since 
November 2017, was presented the 
Presidential Award by Olympus Janitorial 
Services for the month of May 2021. 
 
Unlike the Employee of the Month honor, 
which every Olympus account bestows on 
an employee, the Presidential Award 
recipient is chosen from among the 600 
Olympus employees nationwide. 
 
Violeta is the Lead Worker during the day 
shift at the Valle Verde Campus. She was 
nominated for of her outstanding work ethic 
and leadership of the day shift crew, whose 
respect she has deservedly earned. 
 
We congratulate Ms. Ibarra and are very 
glad she is part of the Olympus/EPCC family. 
 

Violeta is shown in the picture below with the other Olympus employees of the Valle 
Verde Campus day shift. The presentation was only the fifth time the President’s Award 
(below right) has been presented. 
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  Valle Verde Campus AT&T Tower  
 

 

Physical Plant Staff Birthdays 
 
Jul 17  Barry Bautista 
Jul 17  Benjamin Jordan 
Jul 17  Alejo Ramirez 
 
Aug 21 Caesar Lopez 
Aug 23 Octavio Gonzalez 
Aug 25 Jesus Ortiz 
Aug 28 Rigo Rodriguez 
Aug 31 Ramon Jurado 
 

Holidays & Days of Note 
Sep 6 – Labor Day 

Sep 22 – Autumn Begins 
 

Work on the AT&T communications tower 
at the Valle Verde Campus is nearing 
completion along with work on the 
cinderblock enclosure which surrounds it. 
 
Installation of the tower began in July of 
2020, and is almost complete. 
 
The surrounding wall will have a veneer 
finish when complete. 
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Office of Risk Management and Safety 
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Recycling Program 
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The Physical Plant purchased 1,750 gallons of gasoline during the month of June 2021 at a 
cost of $5,371.25. 
 
This amount compares with 1,492 gallons purchased in May 2021 at a cost of $4,351.95, a 
17 percent increase. 
 

Physical Plant Work Orders for the Month of June 2021 
 

During the month of June 2021, the Physical Plant received 483 Work Orders. This 
compares with the total of 220 requests received during the month of May 2021. 
 
The work completed during one month’s time includes the new work orders that are 
received after the month starts, and work orders from the previous month that are still in 
progress.  
 
Olympus Janitorial Services received 108 calls during the month of June 2021. 
 

Physical Plant Gasoline Use During Month of June 2021 
 

June 2021 Work Orders 
 

Campus/Location   Work Orders  Completed  % Completed 
Administrative Service Center    72     63              88% 
District-wide         8       8            100% 
Mission del Paso Campus    93     83              89% 
Northwest Campus     22     18              82% 
Rio Grande Campus     49     41    83% 
Transmountain Campus     45     39    87% 
Valle Verde Campus   194   169    87% 

   TOTALS:   483    416    87% 
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